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61ELRDWR1M ROPORTA) / INTERVIEW: HASAN ERCAZIP

BAB Architects'in iki kurucusu  We talked about natural stone
Irem Aribas ve HUseyin Bes ile  with Irem Aribas and Huseyin Bes,
dogal tas konustuk the two founders of BAB Architects

Siz tasi You dont
secmezsiniz  choose the stone
TAS SIZI THE STONE

BULUR FINDS YOU
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Doganin binlerce yil icinde sakladig)
bir buyu dogal tas... Bir de o tasi, usta
dokunuslaniyla essiz eserlere donusturen

eller var: Mimarlar... BAB Architects de

usta elleriyle one cikan firmalardan biri...
World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards'ta
finalistler arasina giren BAB'In iki basarili ismi
irem Aribas ve Huiseyin Bes ile hem projelerini
hem de dogal tasi konustuk...

UNIVERSITEDEN ORTAKLIGA

Once BAB' biraz taniyarak basliyoruz sohbete..
2018 wilinda Ig Mimar Huiseyin Bes ve Mimar

Irem Aribas tarafindan kurulmus BAB Architects...
Aslinda oykunin basi iki idealist 8grencinin
universite yillarina dayaniyor... Irem Hanim basliyor
soze ve "Kariyer yolculugumuz ashinda Universite
donemlerinde basladl. Devaminda uzun yillar

ozel sektorde ayri ayr projelerde calistik. Surecte
tasarnim yapmanin keyfini ve sorumlulugunu fark
ettifimizde bayle bir yapiy! ideallerimize gore, kendi
uslubumuzla kurmak istedigimizi anladik” diyor,
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Natural stone is a magic that nature has preserved

for thousands of years. And then there are the hands

that transform that stone into unigue works with their
skillful touches: Architects. BAB Architects is one of the
companies that stand out with their skillful hands. We
talked to frem Aribas and Hiiseyin Bes, two successful
names of BAB, who were among the finalists at the
World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards, about their
projects and natural stone,

FRDM UNI UERSITY To FAR TNERSH.“F

First, we start the conversation by getting to know
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SIRA YENiI HAYALLERDE

Peki 6 yilda kat edilen yol... Oykinun bu baliminde
Huseyin Bes giriyor sdze ve soyle devam ediyor:
"Oncelikli amacimiz her zaman konforu ve dogru
alanlar tasarlamay estetikle birlestiren ve en dogru
karisimi bulmayi hedefleyen bir firma olmakti.

Urettigimiz projelerin 6zgln olabilmesine ve katma
deger yaratmasina odaklandik. Bu yolun basindaki
hayallerimizi gerceklestirmis ve bugun yen
hayaller kurabilen insanlar olmaktan ¢ok mutluyuz.
Meslegimizin bizi bu kadar heyecanlandirmasi en
buylk sansimiz.”

POTANSIYELI GOSTERME FIRSATI
Geliyoruz firmanin 2024'deki blylk basarisina...
Anadolu Ajansi Istanbul Genel Mdduarlugi ve Agik
Ofisi projesiyle World Architecture Festival (WAF)
Awards'ta "Inside - Workplace (Large)" kategorisinde
finalist olan Irem Aribas ve Huseyin Bes'i kutlayip
bu édilin mimarlar icin anlamint soruyoruz. Irem
Hanim heyecanl gozlerine yansimis¢asina anlatiyor:
“Anadolu Ajansi Istanbul Genel Mudurlik ve Agk
Ofis Projesi, toplam 15 bin m2 insaat alanina

sahip bir yapinin dig cephe tasanm ve uygulamasi
tamamlanmis ancak i¢ mekanlarin tamamen

kaba ingaat halinde teslim alinmasiyla sifirdan
planlanan ve tasarlanan bir i¢ mimari proje. Cok
uluslu tasarim yarismalar bizi her zaman ¢ok
heyecanlandiriyor. Istiyoruz ki sesimizi ve tasarim
potansiyelimizi tim dunyaya gosterelim. WAF gibi
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buyuk organizasyonlar bizlere bu firsatlari verdikge,
biz yurt ici ya da yurt disindaki Turk tasarimailar
olarak bu cografyanin renklerini, dokularini ve
dinya ile olan bagin anlatma sansi buluyoruz.
Bunun Turkiye'ye katma degeri cok yuksek,
Gunumuzun en énemli ve degerli sermayesi

insan sermayesi. Bu ve bunun gibi yanismalardaki
pasarilar ulkemizdeki insan sermayesinin degerini
ve dolayisiyla Ulkenin degerini arttiran unsurlar,
Turkiye potansiyeli cok yuksek bir ulke. Biz bunun
farkindayiz. BAB olarak bir basar kazanmissak

efer buna 'biz' olarak bakmaw tercih ediyoruz.
Butln meslektaslarnimiz, meslek aday 6grenci
arkadaslarimiz ya da mimarlik- tasarimcilik
hevesindeki herkes... Bltun dlke. Bu tip kazammiar
islerin gelismesine, striktirun devam etmesine ve
saglam olmasina olanak saglhyor.”
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NEW DREAMS

Well, the road traveled in 6 years. In this part of
the story, Huseyin Bes enters the conversation and
continues as follows: "Our primary goal has always
been to be a company that combines comfort and
designing the right spaces with aesthetics and aims

OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW POTENTIAL

We come to the great success of the firm in 2024, We
congratulate irem Anbas and Hiseyin Bes, who were
finalists in the “Inside - Workplace (Large)” category
at the World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards

with the Anadoiu Agency Istanbul Headguarters

and Open Office project, and ask what this award
means for architects, Ms. lrem tells us with her
exciterment reflected in her eyes: “The Anadolu Agency
Istanbul Headquarters and Open Office Project is

an interior architecture project that was planned
and desigried from scrotch after the exterior design
and implementation of a building with a total
construction area of 15 thousand mZ2 was completed,
but the interiors were received as a completely rough
construction. Multinational design competitions
always excite us a lot. We want to show our voice
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to find the right mix. We focused on ensuring that the
projects we produce are unigue and create added
varlue. We are very happy to have realized our dreams
at the beginning of this journey and to be people

who can dream new dreams toaay. It s our biggest
chance that our profession excites us so much.”

and design potential to the whole world. As big
organizations such as WAF give us these opportunities,
we, as Turkish designers in Turkey or abroaa, have

the chance to express the colors, textures and ties of
this geography with the world, The added value of
this for Turkey is very high. Today's mast important
and valuable capital is human copital. Achievements
in these and similar competitions are elements that
increase the value of human capital in our country
and therefore the value of the country, Turkey is a
country with a very high potential. We are aware of
this. If we have achieved g success as BAB, we prefer to
look at it as ‘we’. All our colleagues, our student friends
who are candidates for the profession, or anyone who
aspires to architecture and design. The whole country.
This kind of achievernents alfow the work to develop,
the structure to continue and be strong.”
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“TURK TASININ TANITIMI

ADINA BUYUK BIiR SANS”

Bir dogaltas dergisi olarak konuyu farkl bir
yone tasimak istiyoruz. WAF ile istanbul Maden
Ihracatgilan Birligi arasinda bir sponsoriuk
anlasmasl imzalandi ve bu yil '‘Best Use of 5tong’
isimli ozel bir 6dll de verilecek. Bunun Turk
dogaltas tasinin tanitimina nasil bir katkl verecegini
soruyoruz... Huseyin Bes su noktalarin alting
ciziyor: "Turkiye, dogal tas rezervieri ve ¢esitliligi
agisindan dinya ¢apinda onemli bir konuma
sahip. WAF ise mimarhk dunyasinin en prestijli
etkinliklerinden biri olarak, karesel dlcekte buyuk
bir etkiye sahip. Dolayisiyla bu anlamda yapilan bu
sponsorluk anlagmasini ayni zamanda bir gugler
birligi olarak yorumlamak isteriz. Bu yil "Best Use
of Stone” odulunun verilmesi ise Turk dogaltasinin
uluslararasi alanda tanitimi agisindan buyuk bir
firsat sunuyor olacak. Bu adim, Turk dogal tasinin
benzersiz ozelliklerinin dunya ¢apindaki mimarlar,
tasarnimcilar ve yatinmcilar tarafindan kesfedilmesini
saglayacak WAF gibi bir platformda bu tur bir
odulun verilmesi, Turk dogal tasinin estetik,
dayaniklilik ve strdurulebilirlik gibi ozelliklerini
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vurgulayarak, kiresel pazarda marka degerini “A GREAT CHANCE FOR THE PROMOTION

artiracaktir. Bu firsat tabii ki gurur ve mutluluk OF TURKISH STONE"™

vericl..” As a natural stone magazine, we would like to take
the issue in a r::.-_.-f:_.nr.“ﬂ.*::.’f.uru?lr. on. A sponsarship

\\W B agreerment has been signed -Eir;'hﬂ:e.a:f.' WAF and the
b 18 L i i j . -y 3 -|_ oii o i o a ' T
- 2 Istanbul Mineral Exporters’ Association and this -,r'rfc:r"

there will be a special award called Best Uise of Stol
We ask how this will contribute 1o the promaotion r:n;'
Turkish natural storie. Huseyin Bes underlines the
following points; "Turkey has an important positiorn
worfdwide in terms of natural stone reserves and
diversity. WAF, as one of the most prestigious events
of the architecture world, has g great impact on @
global scale. Therefore, we would like to in terpret
this sponsorship f‘pm&”?.'er:{ IN this Sense as a union
of forces, The J!.rm“r:;'uﬁg f the "Best Use of Stone”
prize this vear will provi ud a great ““J:‘J::' ortunity

for the promotion of Turkish natural stone in the
international arena. This step will enabile architects,
designers and investors around the world to discover
the unigue properties of Turkish natural stone. The
awarding of such an oward on a plotform such

as WAF will increase the brand value r_:l" TLirkish
natural stone in the global market by emphasizing
Its qesthetics, auf Jtu ity and sustainability. This
rJ,tll.'::tJri:.frr.-'c_',r i5 of course g source of pride and
NapEiness
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HER PLAKA FARKLI
ETKi YARATABILIYOR

Peki TUrkiye'nin gururu bu iki isim igin dogal tag ne
ifade ediyor? Onlari etkileyen 6zel bir tas ya da renk
var mi? Irem Aribas bu sorumuzu soyle cevapliyor:
“Dogal taslar cok cesitliligi olan bir malzeme
thruddr, ig mekanlara ayn bir doku katar. Zararli
madde ve toksin icermez. Boylece hem i¢ hem

de dis mekaniarda giivenle kullanilabilir. Bununia
birlikte insanlar tarafindan bilinen ve kullamilan

en eski insaat malzemelerinden birisi. Ayrica
kurtarilabilen ve geri donusturtlebilen bir malzeme
olmasi sayesinde ekosistermn Uzerindeki olumsuz
etkileri azaltir. Favori tas konusuna gelince... Dogal
taslar, drun cesitliligi kadar ydzey cesitliligi de olan
malzemeler. Ayni dogal tastan elde edilmis plakalar
dahi birbirinden cok farkl ylzey etkisi yaratabiliyor.
Malzemenin bu imkani ve essiz karakteri sayesinde
tek bir ture veya renge baglanmak cok zor,
Projelerimiz 6zelinde bir dogal tas) aklimizda bir
fikirle yerinde secmeye gittifimizde dahi inanin

tim baglar her seferinde, anlik olarak yeniden
kuruluyor. Bir camleye sigdirmak gerekirse, bir
dogal tasl, bir katalogdan veya sadece bir parca
numuneyle asla tam olarak siz secemezsiniz,
ihtiyaciniz olan malzeme buatlnu ile karsi karsiya
geldiginiz cokca secenek arasinda sizi kendisi
bulacakur.
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EACH SLAB HAS A
DIFFERENT IMPACT

So-what does natural stone mean to these two
names who are the pride of Turkey? Is there o
special stone or color that influences them? [rem
Aribas answers this guestion as follows: "Natura!
stones are g very diverse type of material, adding

o different texture to interiors. Jt does not contain
harmijful substances and toxins. Thus, it can be used
safely both indoors and outdoors. In agdition, it

(s one of the oidest construction materials known
and used by humans. It is also a salvageable and
recyclaple material, reaucing the negative impact on
the ecosystem. As for favorite stones. Natural stones
are materials with g variety of surfaces as well as

a variety of products. Even slabs made from the
same natural stone can create very different surface
effects. Thanks to this possibility and the unigue
character of the material, it is very difficult to stick
to a single type or color. Even when we go to select
a natural stone on site with an idea in mind for

our projects, believe me, all ties are re-established
every time, instantly. To put it in a senterice, you can
never choose a natural stone from a catalog or just
a plece of sample, it will find you among the many
options you face with the whole of the material

you need.
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TASIN ONUNDEKI ENGEL

ZAMAN VE BUTCE

Aklimizdaki asil soruyu sormadan olmaz... Bir dogal
tas ulkesi olan Turkiye'de dogal tasin yeterince
kullanilip kullanilmadigl konusuna yoneliyoruz. (ki
basarili isim 'yeterince' vurgumuza deginerek soze
giriyor: Tabii ki ulkemizde ¢ok sayida onemli projede
basarili dogal tas kullarimi orneklerine rastliyoruz,
Ama sahip oldugumuz imkanlar dahilinde, durust
davranmak gerekirse, sorunuzdaki ‘yeterince’
detayina 'evet’ dememiz maalesef hala zor. Oldukca
genis kullamm alani olan dogal tas, gelisen teknoloji
le artik neredeyse her alanda yer bulabilir bir
nitelikte. Iscilikten kagmadan, islenmesi icin gerekli
zamani taniyarak ve dogru ellerle bulusturarak
dogal tas malzeme kullanimini bir sanat eseri
haline getirebilirsiniz. Ancak kendi deneyimlerimizi
de referans alarak, Ulkemizde projelere ayrilan
zamanin ve bltcelerin bu olanag bir parca
baltaladigini disunuyoruz. Mimar ve i mimarlar
olarak malzeme secimlerimizde; sectigimiz
Urdnlerin projeye, cevreye, Ulkeye saglayacag
katma deger ile ilgili olarak musterilerimize karsl
50z sahibi olabilsek de son sozl soylemekle ilgili
maalesef yeterli firsati bulamiyoruz. Basta ne kadar
israrci olsaniz da, bazi sonuclarin son kullanic
tarafindan bizzat tecribe edilmeden, olumlu etkileri
gazle gorilmeden ikna gicu kazanabilmesi zor. Biz
bunun yerine belli regulasyonlar ve yénetmeliklerle
malzeme secimlerimiz ile dngdrdugumuz katma
degerlerin desteklenmesi onemli bir adim olabilir
garusundeyiz.”
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OBSTACLE TO THE STONE IS
TIME AND BUDGET

We turn to the question of whether natural stone is
used sufficiently in Turkey, o natural stone country.
Two successful names start the conversation by
emphasizing our emphasis on ‘enough’ “Of course,

we see examples of successful use of natural stone

in many impaortant projects in our country. But

to be honest, it is still difficult for us to say ‘jyes’

to the ‘enough’ detail in your question, given the
opportunities we have. Natural stone, which has a
Very wide usage area, can now find a place in almost
every field with the developing technolaogy. You can
turn the use of natural stone material into o work of
art by giving it the necessary time to be processed and
bringing it together with the right hands. However,
with reference to our own experiences, we think that
the time and buagets allocated to profects in our
country undermine this opportunity a bit. As architects
and interior architects, in our material choices,
although we can have a say qgainst our customers
regarding the added value that the products we
choose will provide to the project, the environment
and the country, unfortunately, we do not have
enough opportunity to have the last word. No matter
how insistent you are at the beginning, it is difficult for
some resulits to gain the power of persuasion without
being personally experienced by the end user and
without the positive effects being seen by eye. Instead,
we believe that supporting our material choices and
the added values we foresee with certain regulations
and reguilations can be an important step.”




